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Treaty of Tordesillas: Dividing the New World among Spain, Portugal, and Brazil

Overview
The Treaty of Tordesillas, signed in 1494, was an 
important agreement between Portugal and Spain aimed 
at resolving conflicts over newly discovered lands. The 
treaty essentially divided the non-European world into 
two exclusive exploration and colonization zones: one 
for Spain and another for Portugal.

Historical Background
● Initial Conflicts: Spain and Portugal were the 

leading maritime powers in the late 15th 
century, each vying for dominance in exploring 
and colonizing foreign territories.

● Papal Intervention: Pope Alexander VI, seeking 
to avoid further conflict, initially proposed a 
demarcation line in 1493, which was later 
adjusted through negotiations.

● Final Agreement: The Treaty of Tordesillas was 
signed on June 7, 1494, in the Spanish town of 
Tordesillas, with both kingdoms accepting the 
revised terms.

Terms of the Treaty
● Demarcation Line: The treaty established a line 370 leagues west of the Cape Verde islands. 

Spain received rights to lands west of the line, while Portugal gained rights to those east of it.
● Navigation Rights: Each nation was granted exclusive navigation and exploration rights within 

its designated zone.
● Colonization: Spain and Portugal could establish colonies, trade with indigenous peoples, and 

convert locals to Christianity within their respective territories.

Impact on Brazil
● Portuguese Exploration: The demarcation line gave Portugal control over what is now Brazil. 

Portuguese explorer Pedro Álvares Cabral landed in Brazil in 1500 and claimed it for Portugal.
● Colonization and Development: Portugal gradually colonized and developed Brazil, 

establishing it as a significant colony in the Portuguese Empire.
● Cultural and Linguistic Influence: The treaty ultimately paved the way for the use of the 

Portuguese language and the spread of Luso-Brazilian culture in the region.
Long-term Implications

● Colonial Dominance: Spain and Portugal became dominant colonial powers in the Americas, 
profoundly influencing the culture, language, and religion in this region.

● Geopolitical Changes: The treaty shaped the geopolitical landscape, with later treaties and 
conflicts further modifying colonial boundaries and influence.

● Legacy: The Treaty of Tordesillas played a crucial role in the history and development of Latin 
America and other colonized areas.

Conclusion
The Treaty of Tordesillas was a landmark agreement that determined the spheres of influence of Spain 
and Portugal in the newly discovered territories around the world. While the treaty significantly 
impacted the colonization and development of regions like Brazil, it is essential to consider it within the 
broader historical context of exploration, colonization, and imperial rivalry.

1. What was the primary objective of the Treaty of Tordesillas?
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2. Which two countries were directly involved in the signing of the Treaty of Tordesillas in 1494?

3. How did Pope Alexander VI contribute to the resolution of conflicts between Spain and 
Portugal over newly discovered lands?

4. What were the designated exploration and colonization zones established by the Treaty of 
Tordesillas for Spain and Portugal?

5. Who was the Portuguese explorer that landed in Brazil in 1500 and claimed it for Portugal?

6. How did the Treaty of Tordesillas impact the culture and language of present-day Brazil?

7. What were the long-term implications of the Treaty of Tordesillas for the geopolitical landscape 
of the Americas and Asia?

8. How did the Treaty of Tordesillas facilitate Spain and Portugal's dominance as colonial powers 
in the Americas?

9. What were the exclusive rights granted to Spain and Portugal within their respective territories 
as per the treaty?

10. Why is the Treaty of Tordesillas considered a crucial element in the history and development of 
Latin America and other colonized areas?


